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Chapter     Subsidies to churches have now generally been aban-
___' doned by Parliaments, though for a time the Australian
colonies for the most part made grants in proportion to
numbers of members of the several congregations. The
Commonwealth of Australia is specifically forbidden to
establish any religion or require a religious profession
from a servant of the Commonwealth, nor may it inter-
fere with the exercise of religion, but these rules are
rather pro forma than of importance. In the case of the
Irish Free State, however, the treaty of 1921 enjoins
abstention from religious discrimination,1 and the Con-
stitution by Article 8 provides that "freedom of con-
science and the free profession and practice of religion
are, subject to public order and morality, guaranteed to
every citizen, and no law may be made either directly
or indirectly to endow any religion, or prohibit or
restrict the free exercise thereof, or give any preference,
or impose any disability, on account of religious belief
or religious status, or affect prejudicially the right of
any child to attend a school receiving public money
without attending the religious instruction at the
school, or make any discrimination as respects state
aid between schools under the management of different
religious denominations, or divert from any religious
denomination or any educational institution any of its
property except for the purpose of roads, railways,
lighting, water, or drainage works, or other works of
public utility, and on payment of compensation."2 It
must be presumed that, despite the disappearance of
1  The Roman Catholic Church law is in the Free State a foreign law, to
be proved as in England, not part of local law as in Quebec: O'Callaghan
v. O] Sullivan, [1925] 11.R. 90 (power of bishop to remove parish priest).
2  For the power of control of schools in the parallel case of Northern
Ireland, see Londonderry County Council v. McGlade, [1929] N.I. 47.